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School information

General information
Location Al Qusais
Type of school Private
Opening year of school 1994

Website www.apple.sch.ae

Telephone 00971-4-2638989

Qusais 1, Behinc

Address Emirates Driving

Institute P.O. BO»

33963
Mrs Pranjala
Dutta

11/12/2014

Principal

Principal- Date appointed
Language of instruction Englsh

12 to 15 February

Inspection dates 2018

Students

Gender of students Boysand girls

Age range 3-14
Grades or year groups FSlYear 9

Number of students on roll 2078

Number of children in pre

kindergarten 0

Number of Emirati students 19

Number of students with SEND 77

Largest nationality group of

students Filipino

Teachers / Support staff
Number of teachers 180

Largest nationality . .
India
group of teachers

Number of teaching
: 27
assistants

Teacherstudent ratio 1:12

Number of
counsellors

guidance 1

Teacher turnover 12%

Curriculum
Educational permit / Licence UK

Main curriculum UK/ IGCSE

External tests and Cambridge
examinations CAT4

Accreditation CIE

National Agenda benchmark tests GL

School Journey for Apple International School

N Outstanding

Very Good M Good

Acceptable NN Weak [N Very Weak

2008-200% 2009-2010 2010-2011 20M1-2012  2012-2013  2013-2014  2014-2015  2015-2016  2016-2017  2017-2018
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The DSIB inspection process

In order to judge the overall quality of education provided by schools, inspectors consider the six
standards of performance that form the basis of the UAE School Inspection Framework (the
framework). They lookatch | drenc¢s attainment and progres
and their personal and social development. They judge how effective teaching and the
assessment of l earning are across the sch
curriculum,including activities inside and outside classrooms, meet the educational needs of all
students. They judge how well schools protect and support children. In addition, inspectors judge
the effectiveness of leadership, which incorporates governance, managemt, staffing and
facilities.

Inspection judgements are drawn from evidence gathered by the inspection team, including
observation of students¢ |l earning in | esso
meetings with the staff, parents and govenors, and review of surveys completed by parents,
teachers and students.

Judgements are made on a sigoint scale

DSIB inspection teams make judgements about different aspects, phases and subjects that for
the work of the school, using the scale belowwhich is consistent with the framework.

Outstanding Quality of peformance substantially exceeds the expectation of the UAE

Quality of performance exceeds the expectation of the UAE

Quality of performance meets the expectation of the UAE (This is the
expected level for every school in the UAE)

Quality of performance meets the minimum level of quality required in

Acceptable the UAE (This is the minimum level for every school in the UAE)

Quality of performance is below the expectation of the UAE

Very weak Quality of performance is significantly below the expectation of the UAE

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Summary of inspection fidings 20172018

Apple International Schoolvas inspected by DSIB frod2 to 15 February 2018The overall
quality of education provided by the school is good. The section below summarises the
inspection fndings for each of the six performance indicators described in the framework.

Leadership and management

report have been addressed.

The principal provides inspirational leadershighat is having a significant impact on the
performance of the school. Leaders, at all levels, have strong and strategic vision for the
school. Strengths and weaknesses are well known. Relationships across the school are
strong. Partnerships with parents are very good. Recommendations from the previous Vv

Student ¢

Arabic as a

well.

Attainment and progress are at least good i
Islamic education, English, mathematics an
science. Progress is very goad English in
the Foundation Stage and mathemats in the
secondary school. Attainment and progress
very good in science in the primaryphase
Attainment and progressare acceptable in
Arabic as a first language and improving i
second
innovation and research skills i@ developing

Student sé

achi evement . \ :
and their innovation skills

Student sc
good across the school and outstanding

the secondary phase Students are well
behaved, fully engaged and exceptionall
courteous They are sensitive to the needs
and differences of othersAttendance is very
good. Student§awareness oflslamicvalues,
their understanding of world cultures, socia
responsibility, innovation skills andcare for
the environment are good in the Foundatior
Stage and very good elsewhere.

personal

per sonal

Teaching and assessmén

The quality of teaching is
good across the schoo
because oft eac her s
subject knowledge, carefu
planning, high expectations
and strong relationships.
Problemsolving and critcal
thinking are developed well
as a result

focus on learning skills. Th¢
use of technology is strong
throughout the  school.
Assessment processes ar
very good and teachers
know their studgdg
strengths and weaknesses
well.

Curriculum

The curriclum is effectively
planned to ensure
maximum engagement and
challenge for students. Th
school complies with the
UAE Ministry of Educatio
(MoE) regulations for the
teaching and curriculum o
Arabic and Islamic
Education. The curriculum i
enhanced through a wide
range of extracurricular
activities. Curriculum
adaptations are used wel
to support students with
SEND asand those who are
gifted and talented.

The protection, care
guidance and support of
students

The protection, care, guidanc
and support of studentsare
very good. The schog
provides a safe and
supportive environment for
students. Safeguarding an
child welfare procedures anc
practices are securely
embedded and understooc
by staff, students and
parents. Support for student:
with SEND and those who ar
gifted and talented, are good
Staff sendtively  support
students¢
development and
being.

well-

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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What the school does best

Thegood or better progress in almost all subjects n d s t vedy strorig paiformance
in the National Agenda Parameter

Student s¢ research and i nnovpetsénal rand sdcial | |
development

Teacherscofaswadenéss strengths and weakne
The arrangements for balth and safety, and care and support

The commitment, determination and passion of the principal, capably supported by
senior staff and gvernors and their partnerships with parents and the community

Key recommendations

Improve the quality and consistency of teaching and learning by sharing the very good

practice to ensure that:
teacher talk does not dominate lessons
work is carefully matched to challegeallst udent s¢ abi | i
greater account is taken of studentsprior learning
there is aconsistently clearfocuson developing the range ofs t u d éarning skills.

Improve attainment and progress in Arabic as a first language Huat it is at least good
by:
- sharing the best teaching practicesvident in other languages

- raising teac bferwkatstudertpcarcachievei o n

Apple International School - Inspection Report 201
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Overall School Performance

Good

1. Students’ Achievement

Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Islamic education
Attainment Not applicable Good Goodt

m_ Progress Not applicable Good Good

Arabic as a first
language Attainment  Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable

Progress Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable

Arabic as an
additionallanguage = Attainment  Not applicable Acceptable Good"A

Progress Not applicable Good Goodt

English

Mathematics

Attainment Good Good Good
Progress Very good" Good Good

Attainment Good Good Good

Progress Good Good Very good‘l‘

Science

VAN

Attainment Good Very goodf Good

Progress Good Very goodf Good

Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Learning skills Gaod Good Good

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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2. Studentsé& personal and soci al

Foundation
Stage

Personal development Very good Very good Outstanding’

Primary Secondary

Understanding of Islamic values
and awareness of Emirati and Good Very gooé" Very gooc')'l
world cultures

Social responsibility and innovation

skills Good Very gooc" Very good

3. Teaching and assessment

Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Teaching for effective learning Good Good Good

Assessment Very gooc‘;‘l Very gooo" Very good‘l

4. Curriculum

Fourdation

Stage Primary Secondary

Curriculum design and
implementation

Curriculum adaptation Good" Good" Good1l

Very gooé‘l Good Good

5. The protectioncare, guidance and support of students

Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Health and safety, including
arrangements for child pragction / Very good Very good Very good
safeguarding

Care and support Very good‘A Very goocfA Very gooé’A

6. Leadership and management

The effectiveness of leadership Good
School seKevaluation and improvement planning Very goodf
Parents and he community Very good
Governance Very good"‘
Management, staffing, facilities and resources Good

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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National Priorities

National Agenda Parameter

In 2014, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Migesident and Prime Minister of
» UAE, and Ruler of Dubai, launched the UABRidteal Agenda 2021,
with education being a prime focus. The National Agenda includes
two major objectives developedwith the intention of placing the
UAE among the most successful countries that provide woedkhss
education. By 2021, it is expected thatite UAE will feature in the
“/3;' top twenty countries in the CP
- " Assessmenté¢ (PISA) test and i
CTrends in Mathematics and Science Studies?¢
In response to this, each participatingsh ool was i ssued a report
in these international assessments and, in addition, they were provided with clear targets for
improving their performance. In 2015, KHDA launched the National Agenda Parameter, which i
a method formeasuring and monitoring schoolsc¢ pr
National Agenda targets through the use of external benchmarking assessments.

The following section focuses on the impact of the National Agenda Parametermeeting the
schooEs targets:

The school meets the registration requirements for the National Agenda Parameter
(N.A.P.).

St u d ettainmsedt ind&nglish, mathematicsaand science in the NA.P. benchmark tests
is above expectations.

Leaders and teachers understandnd very effectively analyse and usginformation from
N.A.P. data to set targets and drive school improvement. Action planning is thorough and
ambitious.

Teachers have been trainedvell in the use of N.A.P. data. Theyset challengingtargets
for students and monitor their progressrigorously.

The school has reviewedand modified the curriculumfor the core subjectsappropriately.
Teachers araleveloping their skills well to meet the N.A.P. test requirements

Teachers challenge students to think deeply aboutdir learning and relate it to the real
world. Students aredeveloping their abilities tosolve problems and think critically.

Teachersparents and studentscollectively agree targets based upon performance ithe
N.A.P. tests and other assessmentsStudents uselearning technologes for researchvery
well.

Overall, the school's provision for achieving National Agenda targets is above expectations.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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EmiratiStudents

As part of the UAE National Agenda, the DSIB continues to focus on
the achievement of Emirati stdents. The Emirati Students
- Achievement project was launched in September 2017, to prioritise
provision for Emirati students across Dubai.
The focus of the inspection is to evidence how effective schools
are in raising the achievement of Emirati studentsSchools are
| asked to prioritise the datainformed adaptations to the curriculum
and to teaching and learning, as required, to raise the aspirations
of students, expectations of staff and subsequent achievements of students.
The following section focuse®n t he qual ity of the
the achievement of Emirati students.

Three strands are reported on (each with three elements)) Governance and Leadership.
ii) Learning and Intervention. iii) Personalisation

1 There isa clear commitment to improving the achievement of Eirati students and the
school has very good relationships with parents. Senior leaders and governors receive
regular monitoring reports. Teachers are held to account for students' progress and
attainment. The school offers a range of activities to promote Hrati students' personal
development

Enirati students have very positive attitudes to school and their learning. When working
with other students in groups they demonstrate good levels of ceoperaton and remain
on task. Older students are representedell in the higher attaining groups.

Provision br the few students requiring additional supports good. Most lessors provide
appropriate challengefor different ability groups However,in a few lessons insufficient
accountis taken of students' prior knowledge. The school assessstudents' potential
using the @gnitive Ability Tests (CAd) and Enirati students achieve similar outcomes to
other students. The school is aware of the need to improvehé outcomesin verbal
reasoning

The schodk provision for raising the achievement of Emirati studentaeets expectations.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018




DuSR

Knowledge d_8;=all

Moral Education

1 Moral education is taughtin Yearsl to 9. A coherent programme of moral educatioris
being developed.

1 Teachers plan engagig lessons and seek studest perspectives. The use of strategies to
personalise lessons create challenge and promote critical thinkings strengthening
learning.

T Students are keen to participate and collaborate on research projects. They communicate
their learning ina variety of ways.

1 Teachers assess students¢ knowledge of
samples and test resultsProcesses to ssesss t u d attitudes @re being developed.

The school's implementation of the UAE moral edu@at programme is developing.

Social Studies

The UAEsocial studies programme is carefully planned to enable progression across
phases andto ensureintegration across subjects.

Teachersuse the social studies textbooks t@lan lessons and use appropriate strategies
to provide challenge.

Students are engaged and active participanis lessons. Theycan work in groups and
undertake basic research.

Learning outcomes are assessed using a range of strategies linked to curriculum
outcomes Theyprovide an ongoing oveview of individual performance.

The school's implementation of the UAE social studies programme is developing.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Innovation in Education

Students have many opportunities to develop their innovation skillacross a range of
subjects Theydevelop their creativity and problemsolving skillswell.

Studentginitiate and develop a range of innovative projects such as t he
f ood ¢ andshareetltementhusiastically during school assemblies.

Teachers provide tsidents with a range of opportunitiesto develop their innovation
skills, including student led lessonsand debates abouta range of interesting topics

The curriculumis designed wellto promote innovation including coss-curricular projects
and tasks

Leaders at all levels actively encourage, supg and promote innovation across the
school.Innovative practicesinclude a Gnakers spacé an innovation hub and alounge for
entrepreneurs.

The school's promotion of a culture of innovation B/stematic.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 201
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Main inspection report

1. Students’ achievements

Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Islamic education

L

Attainment Not applicable Good Goodt

Progress Not applicable Good Good

9 Achievement is strong in both phases, particularly at the end of the phase, where
students can identify where they are in their learning and demonstrate a good
understandingof Islam However, heir ability to make connections between Islam and
real life is underdeveloped.

In the secondary phasenon-Arab learners are able to undertake extended critical
analysis of controversiabnd contemporary issues in Islam. There are fewer opportunities
for their Arab peers to deepen their understanding of Islamic concepts and principles.

1 Attainment and progress for some groups of students restricted because lessoplans
are not alwaysimplemented as intended. The level of challenge irnthe secondaryschool
enables students to access course content faider year groups.

For development

1 Ensure greater consistency and maw the achievement gap between the Arab and non
Arab learners.

Qeate more opportunities for students to work independently and connect their learnin
to real life.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Arabic as a first
language Attainment Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable

Progress Not applicable Acceptable Acceptable

Most students acrosboth phasesmake the expectedprogress and attaifevelsthat are in line
with curriculum standards. Aew students demonstrate good comprehension skillsHowever,
most students strugjle with comprehension as their vocabulary is limited.

Students can analyse simple literature but lack confidence. They aaad and interpret
texts appropriately. However, geaking skills arenot as developed Girls in particular,
are keen to developtheir speakingskills, but their pronunciation lacks precision.

Although dudentsC overall writing skills are in line with curriculum expectations, their
ability to write extensively is limited. In lessons, student§listening and speaking skills
are developed through short presentations andwhen answering questions.

For development

i Ensure thats t u d speakiagfis accurate byroviding opportunities to speak extensively
and enabling them touse correct pronunciation.

Foundation .
Stage Primary Secondary

Arabic as an
additional language Attainment Not applicable Acceptable Good?

Progress Not applicable Good Goodt

The majority of students acrossboth phases are showing improved achievementin
Arabic. h the secondaryphase their comprehension skills are good and their knowledge
of Arabic cultureis improving Girls, in particular, make good progress.

The majority of students attain levels that are above curriculum expectationsAlthough
speaking and esponding skillsare better, a small number of students lack confidence in
their speaking and their pronunciatioras not all lessons engage them and provide the
necessary levels of challenge.

Reading skills are developing welhs a result ofadditional opportunities for reading summary
writing and critical questioning.The grouping ofstudentsinto three levels of ability to support
their learningis having a positive impact ortheir language development.

For development

i Ensure that lessons include gater challenge and egage students with work that is more
interesting.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

English
Attainment Good Good Good

Progress "‘ Good Good

f Attainment is good inthe FoundationStage where childrenmake very goodprogress in
relation to starting pointsand acquire literacy skillsabove curriculum standard€?rogress
slows in the primaryphase,but accelerates inthe secondaryschool As a result,students
perform well in internal and external examinations.

In the Foundation Stage, communication skills are very goodand reading and
independent writing skills are developing well. Students in other phases communicate
well orally, with increasingfluency. Primary students have aeptable writing skills.

Reading for understandings good. In secondary classes, creative writing, critical thinking
and problemsolving skills are developing well. Enquirybased learning iscontributing to
increased student independence and collaboraé learning.

Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Mathematics
Attainment Good Good Good

+*
.
" p

Progress Good Good 1‘

§ Studentsc¢ attainment i s st r oncgrictlumrsandads.o u
The performance of primary and secondary students is strong when measured against
external international benchmarks. Secondary students' progreéssmproving as a result
of the challenge and supporprovided

Children inthe Foundaion Stage demonstratea secure understanding of the concepts of
number, shape and time. Primaryphase students are skilled at measuring and recording
However, a minority have not developedtheir skills in mental mathematicssufficiently.
Students in thesecondary phaseare skilled at geometry and problersolving, although
they are weaker at algebra.

Improvements in students' ability to explain their reasoning and to apply their
knowledge in mathematical investigationgs evident in all phases.

For devdopment

1 Systematically develop students' skills in mental mathematics in the primary phasand in
algebra in the secondary phase.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Foundation

Stage Primary Secondary

Science

/AN

Attainment Good 1‘ Good

Progress Good 1 Good

Students across the phases develap strong knowledge and understanding of science
especially inthe upper primary school wheretheir ability to explain ideas in terms of
scientific concepsis very strong As a result, their results in international benchmark
tests are strong

Skills of enquiry and observation build well througlthe Foundation Stage and primary
phase Sudents know the principles of fair testingbut they are less confident in
explaining the reasons behindheir predictions

Students relate scientific ideas well to real life particularly ithe primary phase In the
secondaryphase a minority of students do not show sufficient rigur in their analysis of
problems and application of scientific understanding their investigations

For development

1 Enablestudents to explain the scientific basis of predictions and to plan investigatior
systematically

Foundation Stage Primary Secondary
Learning Skills Good Good Good

Students enpy and take increasing responsibility for their own learning. They know their
strengths and weaknesses and take steps to improve.

Students interact and collaborate well in a range of learning situations. They
communicate their learning clearly.Although many sudents make clear connections
between areas of learning and relate these to their understanding of the worldt is
inconsistentacross the school

Students are enterprising. They can find things out for themselves and use technologies
well to support their learning. Critical thinking and problersolving skills are common
features of learning.

For development

1 Strengthen opportunities for students to make meaningful connections between areas
learning and create more opportunities for them talevelop their enquiry and research
skills.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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2. Students’ personal and social development, and their innovation skills

Foundation Stage Primary Secondary
Personal development Outstanding"k

1 Students have positive and responsible attitudes. They are sadfiant. They seek and
respand very well to constructive feedback. Students arelmost always self-disciplined
Theyrespond well to othersand work together to resolve differences. Bullying is very
rare.

Students¢ very positive behaviour caytr
Secondary studentSexemplary behaviaur is influential across the schoolStudents are
sensitive to the needs and differences of others Relationships amongst students and
with staff are respectful and considerate.

In the secondary school students demonstrate excellent understanding of safe and
healthy living. They frequently initiate and participate in activities that promote safe and
healthy lifestyles. Attendance is very good and tsidents are almost always punctual to
school and lessons.

Fourdation Stage Primary Secondary
Understanding of Islamic values an
awareness of Emirati and worlc Good "‘ *
cultures

71 Older students are very knowledgeable about Islamic values and how these underpin
modern UAE lifeThey canrecall historic facts about the UAE and its heritage. Children in
the Foundation Stagehave agerelated knowledge of some of the main features of
Dubai.

Students demonstrate a deep awareness of other cultures around theivut are less

knowledgeable about their own cultures. They interact positively and politely with
people from different backgrounds. Students across the school participate Bnd

contribute to, all celebrations of multicultural heritageenthusiastically

Sudentsrespond very well b the many opportunities to deepen theiunderstanding and
appreciation of other world cultures and of the UABhey are involved inestablishing
international connectionsand are keen to participate invarious international arts and
musicevents.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Foundition Stage Primary Secondary
Good 'f

Social responsibility and innovatior
skills

1 The school hasn elected and active student§councilthat contributes actively to the life
of the school and wider communities Thisincludes \olunteer activities and innovative
projectsinvolving internal and external partners

Students have apositive work ethic Their creative and practical ideassupport the
development of innovation skills across the school.Students are well aware of
environmental issues and they provide someaolutionsfor sustainability.

Students are actively involved in
Buddi es' HOpé€Grlemebnassadorsé¢ and CAI I
participate well in the successful partnerships with scha®in the Ukraine and India.

3. Teaching and assessment

Foundation Stage Primary Secondary
Teaching for effective learning Good Good Good

f Teachers plan purposeful lessons, pide interesting learning environments and use
time and resources effectively to enable students to be successful learnergviost
teachers have strong subjecknowledge and understandhow students learn However,
they do not always take sufficient accounofs t u d @riortlemraing.

Teachers¢ interactions with students ens
promotes thoughful and considered responses. Dialoguasually engages students in
meaningful discussions andeflection, but some teachess talk too much and reduce the
time for students to apply their learning.

Most teachers use strategies that are effective in meeting the individual needs of the
students Theyprovide appropriate levels of challenge and supporalthough this is not
corsistent in all subjects Most teachers effectively d e vel op  $nhowvatiom,n t
research,and independent learning skills.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018
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Foundation Stage Primary Secondary
Assessment 1‘ 1‘ 1‘

1 Assessment processes are vemyell linked to the requirements of the EnglishNational
Qirriculum and the UAE MoE requirements. Standards in core subjantduding Arabi¢
are rigorously benchmarked against international standards ensuring thorough and
reliable measures of attainment.

Verbal and written feedback from most teachers is very effective Students routinely
review their own work, sometimes assessing against rubrics, but less often set specific
targets for improvement.

1 An increased focus orthe use of data for shared targesetting by students, parents and
teachers has provided students with challenging objectives. The schools systematic
monitoring of progress towards these allows for timely and effective interventiowhich
is impacting positively on standards.

For develgpment

1 Reduce the variability in teaching byensuring that the learning needs of allstudents are
met and teacher talk does not dominate lessons

Identify st udent s ¢ pimrall tessondaadaenable stiglents to develop thefull
range of learning skills.

4. Curriculum

Foundation Stage Primary Secondary
Curriculum design anc _'
implementation

Good Good

T The curriculumis enrichedto ensure the effective development of knowledge, skills, and
understanding. Gntinuity and progression in learningis effectively planned both within
and across phases.

Students are offeredan interesting range of subjects to develop their skills and
understanding progressively.In the Foundation Stage,planning is very effective in
promoting an exéting learning environment. In addition, welkintegrated crosscurricular
links include UAE social studies across topics.

In the primary and secondary phasedlexible, innovation-based learning opportunities
are identified to provide interesting chakenges for higher attaining and gifted students
and develop advanced learning skills. Students receive good guidance and are well
prepared for thenext stage of their edwcation.

Apple International School - Inspection Report 2017-2018







